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tion to the Emperor, Gontaut-Biron's famous despatch of 21
April. The result must have exceeded his most sanguine ex-
pectations. The Emperor treated him with more than his usual
cordiality, praised the calmness and wisdom of the French replies
to the strange theories of Radowitz and promised he would not
forget what had been shown him.1

It was on this very day, while Le Flo was working on the
feelings of the Tsar, and while the Emperor William was expres-
sing in a marginal note on the Kolnische Zeitung his peaceful
sentiments and the German Government's entire lack of author-
ity over such papers as the Post and the Kolnische Zeitung,
Blowitz's famous article A French Scare appeared in the
Times.2 Contrasting the peaceful assurances of the press during
the past few days with the feeling of apprehension that seemed
to exist in all classes of society, the writer hinted that peace or
war depended upon the interview shortly to take place between
the Emperors of Russia and Germany. He recapitulated the
arguments that France had not been sufficiently crushed, that
Germany's note to Belgium had shown how little she had to hope
from any other Power and that the military party was prepared
to force the Emperor's hand to put France out of the way now
rather than wait until she was strong enough to defend herself.
France obviously wanted peace, and it was Germany's duty
once for all to kill the alarming panic which disturbed the whole
world, by openly disavowing the theories that were attributed to
her, for it was not France alone that was affected, but every
great Power in Europe.3 The leading article, while professing
a certain scepticism, admitted that there was a spectre which
needed laying.

"... We could not do a better service to the cause of international
peace than by thus stating in all the crudity of their extravagance
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aQuite a literature has sprung up about this article, which has sometimes been
given undue prominence in the history of the scare, but it is not necessary here
to discuss this literature. See Blowitz: Memoirs Ch. V., Times 7 September
1878, Le Figaro 21 May and 2 June 1887.

3". . . Like the old peasant woman, who, leaving her children alone at the
farm, said to them: * If any thing happens to you, do not cry "Thieves " Nobody
would come to you, for you alone would be robbed* Cry 'Fire 1" if you want to
rouse the neighbours, for the whole village might be burnt. ...'*' Times,
6 May 1875.